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U, S, DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
Wage and Hour and Public Coutracts Divigions
- 166 West Forby-pixth Strect
New York 19, Hew Yerk

COMMIITTEE APPOINTER TO RECOEND MININUDM UAGE IV COPUNICATION,
UTILITING, AND MISCELIANEODS TRAMSPORTATION INTUSTRIES

Lo Metealfe Walling, Administrator of ths Tage end Hour
Division of the Us S. Departmeant of Iabor, snnounced today the appoints
ment of an Industry Cami'btee‘ to recommend a minimum hourly mpe rete
for the Commmicution, Ubilitles, and Hiscellansous Traveportation
Industries, as defined by the Division.

Special significance is ettached to this commitioe, the €9th
of its kind, tho Administrator pointed out, for a recormendntiom of
49 cente an hour by this committee as well as two others which meeth
this mmth, would olear the wey for csteblishment of a 40 cent minimps
hourly wage for all industries covered under the Felr labor Standards
Acbe Thus, through the Commitiee procedure euthorized by the Act, the
1945 doadline set by Congress for establishing a univorsal minimm vmge
of 40 conts en hour would be anticipatsd by two years. In all other
covered induetrics, except those for whish the three committoes are
maeting In October, that minimm has been gstablished or recormendsd,
o Walling stated. .

The Committoe ies to meot in New York City, Ootober 22, at
10 oveclock, at tho Hotel Vietoria. Named ns shaiwvmen is Eluer Fe
Andrews, the Pirst adninistrator of the Tage and Hour Division. He
i3 now with private industry. MNembership ls divided equally among

ropresontatives of mansgement, labor, and the public.
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Public members, besides !'r. Androws, are Clarence ¥, Ayres
of Austin, Texes; Glen B. Carlson, Redlends, Callforniaj Fredsrick . Cury,
‘l’sa:»ston; end Caroline Po urs, Vienns, Virginia, Those representing mansge-
ment are John H. Agee of Lincoln, Hebraska; Churlaes F. Cole, San Frunciseo;
Rulph F. Kimball and J. Y. Ross, Mew York Cilvy; and H. Curd Jolf, Atlunta,
imployoes ewe to be represented by Ray A. Dodge of the Utility Yorkers
Orsanizing Cormittes and Joseph P. Selly of the American cqm‘z'unications
Associution {CIO)}; Richurd R. Jerkins of the Nationcl Federation of Telegraph
‘orkers {Indcpendent); und John C. Hemby, of the Telegrunh Employces Uaion
und Boris Shishkin, econorist (AP of L),

The cormittee 15 being culled to recommend to the Administrator
ths hichest minimum rets {sbove 30 cents but act to exceed 40 eents) that
will not substantially curtail employment, siving due reperd to economic
and competitive conditions in those industries. adwministrator Walling
further pointed ocut that the recommendation of the commitiee will be
gonfined solely tc the cuestion ¢f tho minimum vage und will in no way
afPfect the applicability of the cvertime and sxemption provisions of the iActe

The cormittee will moet almost five years to *?:.he ¢ay the Fair
iabor Stundards Act went 1nto effeat, 4Lt that time, idninistrator Walling
reculled, the minimun woge was set at 25 cents an hour iv the face of
thrreats that such a high rinimum would force man:y Tirms out of businecs
and result in a serious curteilnment of erployment, Through the action of
Industry Comrittees 3t was gradually drousht o the 40 cont lavel,

M¥ore than 500,000 establishments and 21,000,000 enwployees are

covered undor the oo sad Pour Law.
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